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AN INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP TIME

The principal aim of the package  is to provide a starting
point for thoughtful discussion on the various components
that make up worship in schools. We believe that such
discussions will not only raise the awareness as to the
value and purpose of collective worship, but will also lead
to a greater appreciation of the difference between this
activity and assemblies. 

The video primarily considers the changes introduced into
school worship by the 1988 Education Reform Act and
the greater flexibility it gives schools in terms of timing
and organisation.  No longer does the whole school need
to meet together for school based worship and although
the law still requires worship to happen daily, it no longer
has to be held at the start of the school day. Coupled
with this greater freedom is also the expectation that
children will become more actively involved in the
proceedings rather than just passively attend. All of
these opportunities are explored in this publication. 

We have also tried to include questions and activities
that will enable you to consider the question of spiritual
development. This we believe to be particularly important
given the regularity in which this is highlighted as a
weakness in many Ofsted reports.

We would also like to bring to your attention at the
outset, that the acts of worship that have been included
are not rehearsed polished performances. They were
filmed just as they happened, which has inevitably led in
some instances to the inclusion of errors or inappropriate
expectations or language. As many of these features are
replicated in many acts of school worship we have decided

Aim and purpose of the ‘Worship Time’ package
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Our 'Worship Time' publication is designed to be used by anyone interested or involved in
acts of collective worship in primary schools. Besides headteachers and their staff the
video and booklet could also be used by parents, school governors, church leaders or staff in
secondary schools. They could also be used for initial teacher training or for in-service for
clergy.  

The ‘Worship Time’ package comprises a video and a booklet containing ideas for discussion
and workshop materials. Although we recommend the video and materials are used together,
it is not expected that you will go through every activity or question. Rather they are
designed to raise awareness and prompt further thought about the nature, purpose and
value of collective worship in schools. 
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not to edit them out, preferring instead to make them
the basis for discussion.

Worship Time does not focus on content, preferring
instead to explore six different aspects, all of which are
more concerned with the nature of worship itself. These
six aspects have been identified as

A Space and Time
B Reflection and Prayer
C Participation and Enjoyment
D Resources and Methods
E Atmosphere, Mood and Ritual
F Learning and Experiences 

We see the Worship Time publication being primarily a
stimulus for discussion with the flexibility to meet the
needs of most schools. Both the video and the materials
have been divided into the same six aspects previously
mentioned, with the materials also being laid out in a
similar format. This comprises 

Points for explanation 
Questions for discussion
Workshop activities

You don’t need to cover all the questions or complete all
the activities. You simply use those sections that help
you explore the particular aspect of worship you want to
consider in greater detail. 

The section of the video that includes the six aspects of
worship lasts approximately 22 minutes and is followed
by the extended versions of the actual 'worship times'
from which they are taken. These have been included to
help you put the various extracts into some form of
context. Details of the schools filmed and the timings of
each aspect can be found in the appendix.

The video can be watched in its entirety or it might be
more appropriate to concentrate on a particular aspect
of worship that is most relevant to your school. This
section could be watched several times. 

What is Worship Time?

Using Worship Time



WORSHIP TIME

Worship has always been difficult to define. Circular 1/94
said that ‘worship should be taken in its natural and ordinary
meaning’. Collins English Dictionary says ‘it is to show
profound religious devotion and respect to; to adore or
venerate (God or any person or thing considered divine)’.
The same source says divine is ‘of, relating to or
characterizing God or a deity’. In short, both circular 1/94
and the dictionary definition suggest you can only worship if
you recognise the existence of some deity. 

Professor John Hull (1975) however sees worship as a
response. He suggests that worship can be offered to an
unknown God (although it would be difficult to know what is
appropriate) but worship cannot be offered to nothing at all. 

A more flexible interpretation is sometimes given by linking
‘worship’ with the Anglo Saxon word for ‘worthship’. As the
Anglican priest JG Williams (1957) pointed out, to worship
anything or anybody, is quite simply to acknowledge the value
it possesses for us.

But what relevance do these ideas of worship have for a
child today? 

Can they give guidance on meaningful ‘worship time’
approaches to:

• children from different backgrounds?
• children who may recognise different divine beings or

none at all?   

Do they give insight into the difficulties created by the
varying stages of maturation and intellectual development
represented by the children in worship time?  

Such complex considerations clearly show that collective
worship in schools is not the same, and can never be the
same, as corporate worship within a faith setting. 

Because of this fundamental difference, namely that
collective worship in schools requires no necessary prior
commitment to a belief or a way of life, it may be more
appropriate and helpful to think of it instead as a 'pre faith'

How might worship be defined?
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WORSHIP TIME

activity, rather than as a 'faith activity' which it would
undoubtedly be within a faith community. This idea is given
further development by O'Keefe (1986) and  Watson (1988)
who see schools  not as worshipping communities  but rather as
'worship-enabling' communities.  

Professor John Hull (1975) likewise talks of children being
brought to the 'threshold' of worship, whilst stressing that
this must only be done in a way that is educationally and
theologically acceptable and without any element of
compulsion. 

Given the complexity of the activity both in
terms of expectation and purpose we think
that the term 'worship time' helps
encompass all the relevant ideas. This is why
we use this term extensively throughout this
publication. 

References

John Hull - School Worship : An Obituary (SCM 1975)

B Watson - Children at School : A Worshipping Community
(Falmer 1988) ed O’Keefe

J G Williams - Worship and the Modern Child (SPCK 1957)

Mary Stone - Don’t just do something, sit there (RMEP 1992)

How might worship be defined?
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SPACE AND TIME

Before 1988 worship in schools had to be held at the
beginning of the day and involve the whole school. This
inevitably meant the venue was nearly always the school hall.
However the much greater flexibility encouraged in the
1988 Education Reform Act now enables schools to try
something different. 

Now there is no longer any need for school worship to take
place at the start of the day and teachers  have much
greater freedom in the way they group children for ‘worship
time’. Quite simply they now have a legal mandate to provide
a much richer variety of approaches to worship within the
school setting. 

Although we recognise that 'worship time' will continue in
most schools to take place in the school hall, we now also
have the opportunity to consider other locations that may
be appropriate for certain aspects/types of worship.   

The following questions and activities are designed to
explore this flexibility.  

1 Does it matter where ‘worship time’ takes place?
2 What might be the advantage to holding ‘worship

time’ outside?
3 What makes a space or location special in a spiritual

sense?
4 How does your planning for ‘worship time’ affect the

space you use?
5 How does the space in which you hold ‘worship time’

influence what you do?
6 How might a day long educational outing or residential

visit provide opportunities for ‘worship time’?
7 What impact might different seating arrangements

have on ‘worship time’?  How might this make a
difference to the worship?

8 How do you arrange your classroom to become a
‘worship environment’?

Points for Explanation
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Take some time to consider one or a selection of the questions listed below. 
They will help you identify:
• what you already do 
• how you can develop the ‘SPACE AND TIME’ aspect of worship in your school:
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SPACE AND TIME

Activity A1

What are the strengths/weaknesses when holding
‘worship time’ outside? In your discussion also consider
the grouping you might use. 
(See sheet A1)

Activity A2

Use the sheet provided to make a list of locations
around or near the school that might be used for
‘worship time’. Now compare your list with someone
else. Do you have any in common? Discuss your reasons
for choosing those locations and think how you would
plan an act of worship there.
(See sheet A2)

Activity A3

A class is on an educational visit to a farm/beach/
ruined castle etc.
The head has asked the teachers to make sure that at
some point in the day there is opportunity for ‘worship
time’.
In partners/groups choose a location where you may
take the children and draft a brief outline of ‘worship
time’ that you could use. Compare your answers with
those offered by other groups. From the ideas given
what are the messages for the way that ‘worship time’
should be perceived and delivered?
(See sheet A3)

Activity A4

In pairs/groups note down what features would provide
the best settings for ‘worship time’ in schools. 
(See sheet A4.1)

What locations in your school come closest to providing
such features? What locations do you use? What could
you choose - be imaginative?
(See sheet A4.2)

If you would like to explore some of the ideas or issues in a more active way, then you could

choose one or more of the following. The supporting materials you will need to complete

the activity have also been included for you. 
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SPACE AND TIME

Activity A5

During the next school year you have been asked to try
and make the following focuses for ‘worship time’ a
little more interesting and different: 

• Leavers’ assembly
• Remembrance
• Easter
• One World Week.

After thinking about it you decide to do this by holding
‘worship time’ in locations that will help emphasise the
theme behind them. What locations would you suggest?
Don’t forget to explain the reasons for your choice.
(See sheet A5)

Activity A6

List the advantages and disadvantages of class based
worship. Discuss with a colleague how it could be
organised in your school eg day of week, time, material
to use. How would you plan for it? What resources
might you need?
(See sheet A6)

Activity A7

Outline your present weekly timetable for worship. 
Do you use a variety of groupings and times in the day?
Make your ideal timetable for worship and give the
reasons for it.
(See sheet A7)

Worship
Time

Learning
& Experiences

Atmosphere,
Mood

& Ritual

Resources
& Methods

Participation
& Enjoyment

Reflection
& Prayer

Space
& Time



12

A1
Space and Time
•  Consider the strengths and weaknesses for holding

‘worship time’ outside.
(see Activity A1)

Strengths Weaknesses

Comments:
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A2
Space and Time
•  Consider the possible locations for ‘worship time’ 

around your school.
(see Activity A2)
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A3
Space and Time

•  Plan an act of worship while on a visit.

(see Activity A3)

Theme:

Location:Location:

Any Special

Features that

might 

be used:
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A4.2
Look at the ideas you have on A4.1.  Now try to identify the
most suitable locations in and around your school and how to
use them.
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A5
Space and Time

•  Making ‘worship time’ more interesting

(see Activity A5)

Leavers’ Service

Remembrance

One World Week

Easter

Worship Time Location Reason for Choice

Consider how the choice of location for ‘worship time’ can help 

emphasise the theme as well as helping or motivating those taking part.
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A6
Space and Time
•  Consider the advantages and disadvantages of 

class based ‘worship time’.
Discuss how it could be organised in your school.
(see Activity A6)

When during the week or day

would you hold ‘worship time’?

What resources could you use?

How would you plan for

‘worship time’?
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A7

Space and Time
•  Outline your present weekly timetable for collective worship.

Do you use a variety of groupings and times in the day?

•  Make your ideal timetable for ‘worship time’ and give reasons 
for your choices.
(see Activity A7)

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Time Grouping
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REFLECTION AND PRAYER

'Worship Time' is a time to reflect, to experience a
sense of community and to develop spiritually by
becoming more aware of life and its mysteries.  Teachers
and children spend a great deal of time in school under
pressures of many kinds, with 'rigour' and 'pace'
becoming almost the sole  indicators of purposeful
activity in schools. No wonder that many teachers feel
that in such an environment there is little place for
reflection.  While sympathising with the genuine
concerns expressed by such thoughts we also feel that it
is precisely because of those pressures that times for
quiet reflection are essential.  And given this to be true,
‘worship time’ must be one of the key times in the day
when opportunities for reflection should take place.

The drawing together of children whether  in a whole
school setting, classroom assembly or special event, can
be a time when both children and adults can stop and
just reflect on what the theme, resource or message
means for them. Such moments can illustrate very
effectively the importance of 'switching off' and trying
to identify what is really important in our world of
frantic change. 

Given the multicultural and secular nature of modern
British society and that community schools in particular
can no longer be seen as 'believing communities', there is
also a greater need now than ever before to give more
emphasis to the inclusive activity of reflection. However,
although many schools are conscious of this observation
very little is actually done  to help children make
effective use of opportunities for reflection. Reflection
is a skill that must be developed if it is to give children
an insight into a 'practice' common to most religions, as
well as helping their own personal development, by making
them more aware of their inner natures. Leaders of
‘worship time’ need to consider how this can best be
done.

Points for Explanation
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REFLECTION AND PRAYER

1. How do we maintain integrity when we use prayers?

2. How are children encouraged to reflect? How do we
help them to develop these skills?

3. Is it helpful to ask children to put their hands
together? What hidden messages are we giving
when we ask this?

4. How do you introduce your prayers? Do you have a
set pattern/formula of words you always use? Is
that formula helpful?

5. What is ‘prayer’? What is ‘reflection’? What is the
difference? Are they both appropriate for use in
schools?

6. Should children have a ‘free hand’ when constructing
prayers?

7. How do we help or encourage children to use
silence? Are our ideas helpful?

8. What resources do you use to help focus reflection?

9. In what ways can you make ‘worship time’ meaningful
for children of different faiths?

10. What can you do to enable children to either feel
sufficiently comfortable to participate on grounds
of a personal faith or be a passive bystander and
learn about other faiths?

11. How do you create a suitable atmosphere for
reflection and prayer? Do you have a ritual to
signify the start of this time such as a candle or
bell?

12. How might you effectively close a time of silence -
eg as a word, an action, a sound or an instruction...?

13. What prayers do you use, eg published prayers; your
own thoughts; or prayers and thoughts from
children?

14. Do you give the children the opportunity to share
their thoughts?

15. How did the children in the video pray? Was there a
variety of ways in which prayers were introduced or
used?

Take some time to consider one or a selection of the questions listed below. 
They will help you identify:
• what you already do 
• ways of developing ‘REFLECTION’ in ‘worship time’ in your school:
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REFLECTION AND PRAYER

Activity B3

Look at the example of guided images on sheets B3.1
and B3.2, discuss them and put them in order of
usefulness. Now look at B3.3 and make a list of some
simple and easy to prepare ideas that you have used to
help encourage children to reflect. 

Activity B4

Think of times when you have used silence to help
children to reflect. List them and discuss their
effectiveness within your group.
(See sheet B4)

Activity B1

Provide examples of possible openings to prayer. For
example: - ‘Bow your heads’ ‘Close your eyes’ ‘Let us
pray’ ‘Let us think’ ‘Hands together, eyes shut’....... Put
your ideas on separate cards and then ask colleagues
to sort them into ‘Those I would use’; ‘Those I would
not use’ Discuss responses. 
(See sheets B1.1 and B1.2)

Activity B2

The head of a neighbouring school has written to you
asking if you could give some pointers to help teachers
in her school develop the children’s ability to reflect
while on a school visit. Consider your ideas with a
partner/in a group and complete the activity sheet.
Display finished sheets and discuss.
(See sheet B2)

If you would like to explore some of the ideas or issues in a more active way, 
then you could choose one or more of the following. The supporting materials you
will need to complete the activity have also been included for you. 
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REFLECTION AND PRAYER

Activity B6

Prayers are used in most acts of worship.  Consider
how you use them. How are children involved? Use
sheet B6 to explore your ideas.  Would children work
individually, in pairs, in groups? What might they pray
about?

Activity B7

Can we make ‘worship time’ meaningful for children of
different faiths, traditions or from none? How would
you plan ‘worship time’ to include all? You could
consider opening words, the content and relevant
thoughts.
(See sheet B7)

Activity B8

The head has asked you to draw up a list of items that
could provide a stimulus for reflection. What would you
suggest? Which are general and used in most acts of
worship? Which are specific to a particular act of
worship? Consider how you can make them large enough
for the whole group to see.
(See sheet B8)

Activity B5

Reflection and prayer - are there differences?
What definitions would you give?
When would you use prayer? When would you use
reflection?
(See sheet B5a and B5b)
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Sit still and remember....

Now we are going to talk to

God....

Let us think....

B1.1
Reflection and Prayer

Here is a list of openings to prayers/reflections.

(see Activity B1)

•  Sort the following into two groups: Those you would use/Those you would not 
use, (You may wish to put them onto cards).

•  Discuss your responses. What messages or implications do they have for 
‘worship time’ in your school?

Bow your heads

Let us remember

Close your eyes

Listen carefully to these words.
See if there is one word or idea
you would like to remember and
take with you today. It may
help someone to worship God.

Hands together....

Dear Lord....

Father God,....

I am going to read some

words that someone has

written. Please listen to them

and think about what they

are saying

Let us feel comfortable and

relaxed....

In a few quiet moments perhaps

you would like to think about

things that you are thankful for

and some of you might like to

say the words ‘Thank you God’

in your head.

Jesus....

Let us pray....

Now shut your eyes and

think....

Please listen a while....
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B1.2
Reflection and Prayer

Here is a list of openings to prayers/reflections.

(see Activity B1)

Let us think about today’s story/poem/picture/object. Perhaps it

made you think about someone whom you found interesting or

especially liked. Let us be quiet and think for a few moments and

some of you may like to talk to God about that person.
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For you to include ideas of your own.

Photocopy and then cut out
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B2
Reflection and Prayer

Helping children to reflect while on a school visit.

(see Activity B2)

Sharing Good Practice

What ideas could you give a neighbouring school that would help their
children reflect more effectively while on a school visit?

Dear Jayne,

Over the past weeks we have been trying to help our children
develop their skills of reflection while on a visit. In so doing
we have drawn up a simple planning grid and I have
included one that has been completed as an example. I hope
it will be of use to you and your staff.....

Location - The brook near school
Theme - Peace
Grouping - Mixed age
Activity - Brief introduction about troubled areas in
the world.
Watching the water flow onwards, some children throw
petals into the water and say I remember the people
in.....and pray for peace.
Song - Peace is flowing.....

Now add some of your own ideas from visits that your school makes.

Location:

Theme:

Grouping:

Activity:
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B3.1
Reflection and Prayer

Developing reflection

(see Activity B3)

•  Consider the following ideas to develop reflection.

•  Rank them in order of their usefulness and discuss.

•  Add any further ideas to the list.

Using guided imagery help them to visualise objects, places or situations. Encourage them
to use all their senses. You need to pause often so children have time to use their
imagination. Here are some examples of what they might visualise:

1. In the kitchen.  Imagine you are in the kitchen and you hear a cat outside.
Is the cat your neighbour’s? You open the door to have a look and it comes
in. You stroke it as it goes past you. What does it feel like? What does it
look like? What colour is it? Is it fluffy or smooth haired? Is it a kitten or
adult cat? You decide to put some milk on the saucer for it. You open the
fridge door. How does the bottle feel? You pour out a little milk. Listen to

the sounds as you pour and the cat drinks. What does it do next? Does it rub
against you or lick its lips or miaow? You let it back outside. You leave the imaginary
kitchen and are sitting back in your chair. 

This may lead to a thought or prayer about pets and the comfort and companionship
they bring.

2. A walk from home to the shops. Is it daytime or dark? What time of year is it?
Which way do you turn out of your gate? Who do you see on your way? Look
up. What can you see in the sky? Is there anything you saw along the way?
(questions may vary depending on the time of year). What sounds can you
hear - nearby/further away? 

This could lead to a prayer or thought about the local environment or about how
fortunate we are in this country to have shops nearby compared with the
difficulties in countries of the developing world.

3. Having a wash. Feeling the coldness and hardness of taps as you turn them on. Feel
the temperature of the water. Now smell the soap. Which soap will you use?
Is it a bar of soap or a liquid? What colour is it? What does it feel like?
Feeling the soap and water on your face, looking in the mirror. How does
washing make you feel? 

This could lead to a prayer or thought of being thankful for the refreshment of
water.
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NB - Some of the following are based on Mary Stone’s book - ‘Don’t just do something, sit there’
- see ‘Resource Suggestions’ page 73.



29

B3.2
Reflection and Prayer

Developing reflection

(see Activity B3)

•  Consider the ideas to develop reflection below.
•  Rank the ideas in order of their usefulness and discuss.
•  Add any further ideas to the list.

4. A picture of a place: by the sea, river or countryside or busy street or a poster
showing a run down district in this or another country. Ask the children to
imagine they are in that place, what can they hear, see, smell, touch? What
might they wish to take home from that place to remind themselves of it? 

This could lead to:
• a prayer or thought or feeling thankful for the beauty or happy memories of a 

place. 
• developing empathy with those living in difficult circumstances. 

Children could move on to imagining a place described to them perhaps using an imaginary
television screen. 

5. A natural object such as a leaf or a stone. They each should have one to hold.
The children need to know their object so the teacher must ask lots of
questions to encourage careful observation. It could be extended to imagining
they are a leaf and wondering what it would be like. How would they be
attached to a tree? How would they feel in different weather conditions,
rain, wind and sun?

A further extension would be to go through the life cycle of a leaf emerging from a
bud, uncurling, feeling the sun, moving in the breeze, having a great view from the
top of the tree, and in the autumn falling from the tree then floating gently down to
the earth.

6. A flower such as a rose. Imagine you have just picked the rose and you feel the
petals. Look at the colours and the shape, smell it. Imagine the weather that
the rose has experienced since it came into bloom. How would you feel if
someone sent the rose to you? Think of someone you could send the rose to.
Why have you chosen that person? What message would you add?
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B3.3
Reflection and Prayer

Developing reflection

(see Activity B3)

Look at the following ideas for developing reflection. What other ideas can you think 
of which give children the opportunity to reflect? Ideas may come from any area of 
the curriculum.
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Tell them a story in the present tense to help them imagine they are there. The story
might not come from a faith background. Pause every so often so that
children have an opportunity to discuss what the character in the story
might say or do next.

Show children pictures of items from the natural world. Eg a bird’s nest, a lamb, a
volcano, a flower, a bee. Ask the children to pose questions about the item
starting with ‘I wonder how...........’

What ideas can you add for the following?
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B4
Reflection and Prayer

Using Silence

(see Activity B4)

•  Think about times when you have used silence to help your children reflect.
•  Make a list and note the outcome.
•  To what extent was ‘silence’ essential to the ‘moment’?

Opportunity Outcome

Eg Talking about the death of a loved one. After silence, children sharing thoughts and
experiences with group.
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B5a
Reflection and Prayer

(see Activity B5)

•  What dictionary definition would you give for a) Reflection b) Prayer?

Reflection

Prayer
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B5b
Reflection and Prayer

(see Activity B5)

•  When would you use prayer and when would you use reflection?

Reflection

Prayer
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B6
Reflection and Prayer

Writing Prayers

(see Activity B6)

You have asked the children to write prayers for ‘worship time’. 
How would you ensure that each child felt that their contribution was valued?

Idea 1

Idea 2

Idea 3

Idea 4

Idea 5
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B7
Reflection and Prayer
Making worship meaningful for children of different faiths.
(see Activity B7)

• How would you plan ‘worship time’ so it would be inclusive for children from a
range of faiths, traditions or from none?

• Can you include children from different faith traditions in ‘worship time’?
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You may want to consider:
- the words you might use to introduce any prayers
- any content or themes that would be relevant or appropriate for a range of beliefs
- the thoughts you would like the children to take away.
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B8
Reflection and Prayer

(see Activity B8)

You have been asked to draw up a bank of resources that might to help
children reflect. Record your ideas below. How would they be used? Are the
graphics helpful?
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PARTICIPATION AND 

ENJOYMENT

It is vital that those who are involved in planning and
leading ‘worship time’, help create not just a sense of
reverence or respect but also enjoyment.  It should be a
time when children not only listen but can also be actively
involved.  This may involve them in activities such as
singing, answering questions, praying, or drama.

An ideal time to enable greater participation in ‘worship
time’ is through the use of smaller groupings such as the
class base.  The smaller setting can allow all children to
participate where normally they may not have the
opportunity to do so. It can also be more inclusive as well
as providing the children with an opportunity to lead.
Active involvement in the ‘worship time’ results in a more
meaningful experience for all.

As adults it is important that we treat with respect the
time together whether or not we are leading ‘worship
time’. Hidden, negative messages can be projected very
easily without even realising it.  Body language is a
powerful communicator, children can tell by the absence
of the adults or by someone writing or marking during
‘worship time’ that the time is not high on their list of
priorities.  We should encourage staff and visitors to
become part of the ‘worship time’ community rather than
just being involved in supervision or observation.

The time given over to ‘worship time’ in schools is a
terrific opportunity to develop a sense of reverence and
community within the school setting. It can so easily set
the expectations of behaviour, respect and enjoyment,
that can later resonate through all the aspects of school
life.

Points for Explanation

38

(C)
Worship

Time

Learning
& Experiences

Atmosphere,
Mood

& Ritual

Resources
& Methods

Reflection
& Prayer

Space
& Time

Participation
& Enjoyment



39

PARTICIPATION AND 

ENJOYMENT

1. To what extent does ‘worship time’ in your school
match the ideas shown on the video?

2. What experiences of worship do you think children in
your school already have?

3. How do you invite children to participate:
• in worshipping
• in leading?

4. What does your school do to encourage involvement
or empowerment for children as they develop through
the school, eg who sets the mood of the ‘worship
time’, do children come up with suggestions on how to
develop this aspect of school life?

5. What do you think is legitimate ‘participation’ in the
context of ‘worship time’ in schools?

6. Have you ever considered movement, pilgrimage or
procession as either ‘worship’, or an element within
‘worship time’?  

7. In ‘worship time’ are the children an audience , an
assembly or a congregation? What is the difference
and what does this mean for their involvement? 

8. What is the difference between an audience, an
assembly or a congregation?  

9. To what extent is participation linked to tradition or
location?  

10. Have you ever discussed with your colleagues the
difference between collective worship and
assemblies?

11. How do adults approach worship time?  What
messages do they convey about its value and
purpose? 

Take some time to consider one or a selection of the questions listed below. 
They will help you identify:
• what you already do 
• how you can develop the ‘Participation and Enjoyment’ aspect of ‘worship time’ in your 

school:

Worship
Time

Learning
& Experiences

Atmosphere,
Mood

& Ritual

Resources
& Methods

Reflection
& Prayer

Space
& Time

Participation
& Enjoyment



40

If you would like to explore some of the ideas or issues in a more active way, then you could

choose one or more of the following. The supporting materials you will need to complete

the activity have also been included for you. 

Activity C1

From watching the relevant section of the video make a list
of all the ways that children have been involved.  How many
of these do you regularly use?
(See sheet C1)

Activity C2

In pairs/groups write down all the various ways children
could participate in ‘worship time’. Now divide your ideas into
three categories:  ‘to use on a regular basis’;  ‘to use on
certain occasions’; and ‘a good idea but impractical’. Discuss
your findings. What relevance do they have for your school?
(See sheet C2)

Activity C3

Watch a range of clips from the video, concentrating
particularly on the adults present.  What messages do you
think were being conveyed to the children?
(See sheet C3)

Activity C4

After concerns about the inappropriate behaviour of a
visitor to ‘worship time’, you have been asked to draw up a
short briefing paper outlining what you consider to be
appropriate behaviour.  Jot down the main points you would
want to include. Now look again at your list, to what extent
are the behaviours exemplified by adults in your school?
(See sheet C4)

Activity C5

Take a selection of the hymns, songs you currently use in
‘worship time’. Look through them for any lines that ask the
child to ‘promise’ something.  How many of those promises
are appropriate for the children in your school?  Does it
matter if they are not?  What can you do to overcome this
problem? (See sheet C5)

Activity C6

Watch several of the clips from the video.  How often does
the leader of ‘worship time’ ask the children to use the word
‘I’.  Is it always appropriate?  What alternative phrases
could be used to overcome any potential problems? 
(See sheet C6)

PARTICIPATION AND 

ENJOYMENT
Worship

Time

Learning
& Experiences

Atmosphere,
Mood

& Ritual

Resources
& Methods

Reflection
& Prayer

Space
& Time

Participation
& Enjoyment



41

C1
From watching the relevant section of the video make a list of all

the ways that children have been involved. How many of these 

do you regularly use?   (see Activity C1)

In what ways are the children 

involved?

Are these methods

used in our school?

Yes �    No �

How might these methods be

integrated into our current

programme?
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C2
In pairs/groups write down all the various ways children could 
participate in ‘worship time’. Divide your ideas into the three 
categories below. Discuss your findings. What relevance do they 
have for your school?    (see Activity C2)

To use on a regular basis:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To use on certain occasions:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A good idea but impractical:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Is it possible to make these ‘good ideas’, ‘practical ideas’?
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C3
Watch a range of clips from the video, concentrating particularly 
on the adults present.
What messages do you think were being conveyed to the children?
(see Activity C3)

Positive and helpful messages

Unhelpful messages
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C4
After concerns about the inappropriate behaviour of a visitor to 
‘worship time’, you have been asked to draw up a short briefing 
paper outlining what you consider to be appropriate behaviour. 
Jot down the main points you want to include.  (See Activity C4)

Expectations of staff and visitors in ‘worship time’:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Now look again at your list, to what extent are the behaviours exemplified by

adults in your school?

Current issues: Development Points:

•

•

•

•
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C5
Take a selection of the hymns, songs you currently use in ‘worship 
time’. Look through them for any lines that ask the child to promise
something. How many of those promises are appropriate for the 
children in your school? Does it matter if they are not? What can 
you do to overcome this problem?  (see Activity C5)

Hymns/Song Promises Issues Arising

Worship
Time

Learning
& Experiences

Atmosphere,
Mood

& Ritual

Resources
& Methods

Reflection
& Prayer

Space
& Time

Participation
& Enjoyment



46

C6
Watch several of the clips from the video. How often does the 
leader of ‘worship time’ ask the children to use the word ‘I’. 
Is it always appropriate? What alternative phrases could be used 
to overcome any potential problems?  (see Activity C6)

CLIP1

Use of I: _____________________________

Comments:

CLIP2

Use of I: _____________________________

Comments:

CLIP3

Use of I: _____________________________

Comments:

Alternative Phrases/Suggestions:
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RESOURCES AND 

METHODS

The methods and resources used in ‘worship time’ are
fundamental to its effectiveness. An appropriate 'mood'
is often set through the careful selection and
organisation of resources. On the other hand
expectations and the involvement of children are
provided through the way ‘worship time’ is approached
and planned. 

Perhaps an important starting point for some schools is
to seek the agreement of staff on the format for
‘worship time’.  Such a format should enable all staff to
feel comfortable and able to give it their full support. 

The video shows a wide range of focuses that have been
used to support or enhance ‘worship time’ in schools. The
approaches are diverse and exciting and we hope open up
for your school new 'windows of opportunity'.    

1. In the video there are clips where a focus is used
eg a candle or a ship.  What do you think is the
point of using a ‘focus’ in ‘worship time’?

2. A ‘Worship Board’ is used in the video to focus
attention on the theme and important aspects for
reflection and discussion.  How might you use this
facility in your school?

3. What curricular links do you make with ‘worship
time’?  Is ‘worship time’ an integral part of school
life or is it always viewed as a separate aspect?  

4. One of the teachers refers to ‘living resources’ ie
members of the community. Who are the ‘living
resources’ in your school and community? How can
they be encouraged to become involved and what
form of support could they give? Are the children
aware of the ‘Key Figures’ in their local community?

Points for Explanation
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Take some time to consider one or a selection of the questions listed below. 
They will help you identify:
• what you already do 
• how you can develop the ‘RESOURCES AND METHODS’ aspect of worship in your school:
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RESOURCES AND METHODS

5. In what ways might members of your local
community be involved with ‘worship time’?

6. How do you use the music that is played at the
beginning of ‘worship time’?  How do you choose the
music to be played?

If you would like to explore some of the ideas or issues in a more active way, then you could

choose one or more of the following. The supporting materials you will need to complete

the activity have also been included for you. 

Activity D1

From watching the various video clips what do you think
were the most effective focuses used in ‘worship time’?
Discuss your ideas.
(See sheets D1.1 and D1.2)

Activity D2

In your pairs/groups fill out the blank ‘Worship Board’ for
your next series of assemblies.  How easy was it to think of
ideas? What advantages do you think such a focus could
be?
(See sheets D2.1 and D2.2)

Activity D3

Take a more unfamiliar hymn or song and play it, asking the
others to listen carefully and at the end jot down a line or
phrase that they liked or had a special meaning for them.
Discuss whether such an activity made them listen more
than they would have done if the music had just been
played without any instructions. How might this be
employed in ‘worship time’? 
(See sheets D3)
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D1
What is the ‘Focus’ for ‘Worship Time’?

(see Activity D1)

From watching the video clips list all the ‘features’ that were used as a focus. Jot
your ideas in the magnifying glass below.

After your group has entered its ideas above put a cloud symbol 
around the three you think were the most effective?
Why were they more successful?
What do you use as a focus for ‘worship time’?

Worship
Time

Learning
& Experiences

Atmosphere,
Mood

& Ritual

Participation
& Enjoyment

Reflection
& Prayer

Space
& Time

Resources
& Methods



51

D2.1
1. An example of a possible display ideas and notes which

underpin the theme for the term:

(see Activity D2)

This week’s ‘worship time’ theme will be based around the idea of lloovvee. How
we can demonstrate real love through our actions:

• Each ‘worship time’ will be based around a different aspect of LOVE as
given in St Paul’s letter to the Corinthians; patient; kind; not jealous;
not boastful; not proud or rude; not self seeking; not irritable;
forgiving...

• The aim will be to make children aware that love is more than what
we say, it is about the secret things we do for others as well.

• Examples of people who have led a life of devotion and love eg Mother
Teresa can be displayed and discussed.

• On the ‘Worship Board’ there can be 2 heart shaped envelopes as the
heart is a symbol that most children associate with love. These are
designed to be interactive where children can participate in worship
by putting in notes of ways they have shown and been shown love
perhaps in school or even in the community or family.

• Music which speaks of love can be played.
• Candle can be lit - a burning flame, long lasting.

patient forgiving

not jealous

no
t p

ro
ud

u
n
fa

ilin
g

kin
d Love

is...

I was shown
love by...

I have shown
love by...

Teachers’ initial notes using a ‘Worship Board’ as a stimulus.
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“Love changes everything.....”

14th February
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D2.2
In pairs or small groups fill out one of the blank ‘Worship Boards’ 

for your next series of ‘worship times’. How easy was it to think 

of ideas? What advantages do you think such a resource could be?

(see Activity D2)

Your thoughts on using your ‘Worship Board’ to stimulate

interest:

One of the values of a ‘Worship Board’ is that it encourages staff to talk together
about ‘worship time’. Once the theme has been decided upon, ideas should come
from everyone as within any school there is a wealth of experience to draw on!

Display ideas:
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D3
Take an unfamiliar hymn or song and play it. Listen carefully and 
at the end jot down a line or phrase you liked or you felt had a 
special meaning.
(see Activity D3)

Did this activity make you listen more than you would have done if the music had just

been played without any instructions.

Name of Song Line or Phrase Significance

How might this be employed in ‘worship time’?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What do you think are the benefits of having music playing in collective worship?
Are you, as a school, making the most of the opportunities provided through music?
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Points for Explanation

ATMOSPHERE, MOOD 

AND RITUAL

Creating an appropriate atmosphere for ‘worship
time’ is vital. It provides the key to what a child is
able to experience and take away from the occasion.
As a result it is essential that children feel:

• comfortable in the ‘worship time’ environment
and at ease with all those around them. This
includes both children and adults. 

• calm and relaxed but also alert.

Routines, rituals and the use of music are already
established in many schools, and help contribute
towards developing an appropriate atmosphere.    

Points for Explanation
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ATMOSPHERE, MOOD 

AND RITUAL

1. Is there a focal point?  Does ‘worship time’ work
better with or without a focal point? Why?

2. What can provide a valid focal point for ‘worship
time’?

Think about rows, circles, u shapes
Be creative.

3. How can seating arrangements provide a focus?

4. How do children know that ‘worship time’ has
started?

5. How might the leader’s opening words and attitude
affect the worship?

6. How does music influence mood?
Is it linked to the theme?
Are the children asked to focus on key words 
or phrases?

7. What is the role of the staff/visitors?
Do they participate?
How do they respond?

8. How have the songs been chosen?
How does the audience access the words?

9. How do children contribute?
Do they respond to questions posed by the 
leader?
Do they write and/or share their thoughts, 
feelings and/or prayers?
Do they contribute to the music? 
Do they dance or perform plays?
Do they ever lead ‘worship time’?

10. How might cross-curricular links be provided?
Are suggestions made about how the ideas of 
‘worship time’ can be followed up in class?

11. How can entry and exit from the venue for
‘worship time’ contribute to the occasion?

Take some time to consider one or a selection of the questions listed below. 
They will help you identify:
• what you already do 
• how you can develop the ‘ATMOSPHERE, MOOD and RITUAL’ aspect of worship in 

your school:
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Activity E1

Activity E2

What did the leaders in the video do to make ‘worship
time’ special?
(See sheet E1)

In the video one school had a special box in which they
kept all the items they used for ‘worship time’. What
do you think might be kept in such a box? What would
you keep?
(See sheet E2)

Activity E3

Devise a proforma divided into three columns labelled 

Calm Stillness Peace

Jot down your initial ideas of any factors that might
contribute to these aspects.  Would they also help
provide a positive atmosphere for ‘worship time’?
(See sheet E3)

Activity E4

Discuss how you could transform your classroom into a
suitable venue for ‘worship time’.
(See sheet E4)

Activity E5

From watching the relevant section[s] of the video
make a list of the way the worship leaders made use of
routines or rituals. What routines do you use, could you
introduce others?
(See sheet E5)

Activity E6

One of the memories that many adults have of
‘assemblies’ is “they were always the same”. It may be
some aspects should remain the same, others less so.
What would you include in each category?
(See sheet E6)

If you would like to explore some the ideas or issues in a more active way,
then you could choose one or more of the following. The supporting materials 
you will need to complete the activity have also been included for you. 
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E1
Making ‘Worship Time’ Special
(see Activity E1)

• Either on your own or with a partner jot down your ideas of what the leaders of
worship did. When you have finished, compare your answers with those given by others.

• Are there any other ideas you can add from ‘worship time’ in your own school?
• Would the children be aware that these aspects make ‘worship time’ special?

Ideas from the video

Ideas from our school
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E2
A Worship Box
(see Activity E2)

In the video one school had a special box in which they kept all the items they used
for ‘worship time’. What do you think might be kept in such a box?

Compare your answers with others in your group. Are any answers the same? Is this
significant?

What would you keep in such a box?

WORSHIP BOX
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E3
Creating the right atmosphere
(see Activity E3)

Calm, stillness and peace help provide a positive atmosphere for ‘worship time’. Jot
down your initial ideas of any factors that might contribute to these aspects.

CALM stillness peace
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E4
Transforming the Classroom for ‘Worship Time’

(see Activity E4)

From your discussion jot down the things the teacher and the children might do to
transform their classroom into an appropriate venue for ‘worship time’.

What the Teacher might do WHAT THE CHILDREN MIGHT DO
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E5
From watching the ‘Atmosphere, Mood and Ritual’ section 
of the video make a list of the way the worship leaders 
made use of routines or rituals. What routines do you use, 
could you introduce others?  (see Activity E5)

Routines or Rituals Effectiveness Possibilities for development
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E6

What aspects of your ‘Worship Time’ always remain the same? 

What things might you change? Why would you want to 

change them and why would you want them to be the same?

(see Activity E6)

These could be changed because

These should remain the same because
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LEARNING AND 
EXPERIENCES 

The 1988 Education Reform Act emphasised the
importance of the spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development of children.  ‘Worship time’ can provide
opportunities for all four.  This can be through the
acquisition of new knowledge or the learning of new
skills. Or it could just be the experience itself that
matters. Perhaps the view that real education 'is what
remains after you have forgotten everything you were
taught' is particulaly relevant when it comes to
‘worship time’.      

1. Thinking of the faces and expressions that you
saw on the video can you suggest some of the
responses/reactions going on from both children
and adults? What type of response do you hope
your children have as a result of their experience
of ‘worship time’?

2. What would the children say they take away from
‘worship time’ in your school? What might they
say they were feeling?

3. How does worship time relate to life at your
school?

4. What do you think children will remember about
their experience of worship?

5. What do you see as the value of regularly
gathering together?

6. Ask the children why they think they meet
together every day.

7. How are children involved in critical reflection at
‘worship time’ and how does this affect what you
plan to do?

Points for Explanation
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Take some time to consider one or a selection of the questions listed below. 
They will help you identify:
• what you already do 
• how you can develop the ‘LEARNING AND EXPERIENCES’ aspect of worship in your school:
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Activity F1

What is the value of ‘worship time’? Use sheet F1 to
identify key factors. What implications do the results
have for the way you think of worship time?
(See sheet F1)

Activity F2

As well as being a very important activity in its own
right, worship time also makes an important
contribution to increasing the knowledge of pupils as
well as developing their learning skills and spiritual
awareness. Use sheet F2 to explore these ideas
further.
(See sheet F2)

Activity F3

What do you think the children take away from
worship time? How could you find out? What might
they tell you? You could begin by looking at the
responses on sheet F3. 
(See sheet F3)

If you would like to explore some of the ideas or issues in a more 
active way, then you could choose one or more of the following. 
The supporting materials you will need to complete the activity 
have also been included for you. 
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F1

Look at the list of statements. For each statement tick one of the 
five columns showing how much you agree or not with what it says. Then
compare your sheet with other peoples to see which statements had total
agreement. The blank boxes at the bottom of the table are for you to add
any extra statements that you would like to discuss. What implications do
the results have for the way you think of ‘worship time’?  (see Activity F1)

We gather together daily to feel part of the school
community and build up a sense of group identity.

‘Worship time’ is to teach children how to
worship.

Children cannot worship in school if they do not
have a belief.

Church is the place for worship, not school.

I cannot lead or take part in worship as I am not a
member of a faith community.

‘Worship time’ is to make clear the moral values
of the school and how we treat each other.

Assembly is the time to celebrate achievement
but that is not really worship .

I am happy to listen to the Bible stories but I don’t
feel I can pray.

Children need to be taught how to reflect and
need prompts so they know what to think about.

‘Worship time’ can make a major contribution to
spiritual development.

Spiritual development is to do with having a
strong religious belief.

Children will remember how they felt in worship
time even if they cannot remember the story.

It is important children know the main Christian
festivals and rituals even if they are not Christian.

We cannot teach Christian values when the
majority of staff are not Christian.

It is good to give children the opportunity to be
still and silent.

What children take away is intangible and cannot
be measured.

It is hypocritical for a non-believer to lead
worship.

School worship is different from worship within a
faith community

Strongly
Agree

Agree Not
Sure

Disagree Strongly
Disagree

Statement
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F2

People do all the following things on the video. Cut up these statements 
so they are on separate cards and put them into three piles depending on
what you feel they contributed to MOST; increased knowledge, learning
skills or spiritual development. Consider which of these aspects you would
want to provide opportunities for in your ‘worship time’. (see Activity F2)

Listening to a Biblical story Learning about the symbols and customs of a 
faith community

Experiencing the ritual of worship Praying

Having time for reflection Making up prayers

Saying or listening to the prayers of others Sharing thoughts and ideas

Leading part of the worship Sitting in a circle

Looking at a focus Listening to music

Being still Dancing

Hanging peace prayers on trees Watching the presenters

Thinking Doing actions to songs

Answering questions Posing questions

Reading out their own work Singing 

(Photocopy and then cut up)
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F3

What do the children say?  Below are some of the comments 

offered by children on ‘worship time’.  Make a list of the positive 

features they have identified and then consider the question, 

‘When else in school are similar opportunities provided?   

(see Activity F3)

The quotations are genuine and have not been edited.

‘Worship time’ is
when we think about
happy moments and

sad moments

‘Worship time’ is when
we remember special
and dangerous times

A time for singing
joyful songsA time for 

sharing thoughts

A time 
to pray

A time for 
thinking about
other people

A time for 
being happy

A time to
say thank you

A time for listening

A time for 
being together

as a school
A time for 
being kind

A time for thinking
about what we do
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When we do things
about God and
think about him

A time for
memories

A time  to
watch the flickering

candle flame

When we
share

our work

When we be quiet

We share 
our thoughts

When we share
our things

When we listen

When we listen
to stories

‘Worship time’ is to
sing and pray to

God

‘Worship time’ is when you can be
kind to your teachers and friends

‘Worship time’ is when
you can sit still

‘Worship time’ is to 
sit quietly and you
have time to think

‘Worship time’ is when we
pray and listen out for 

God talking to us

‘Worship time’ is when we
sit still and think about

things that are important

‘Worship time’
is a time when

we get to
see other
classes

‘Worship time’ is
when we sing songs
and we put music on

and we think how
does that make 

us feel

‘Worship time’
is when we
praise God

‘Worship time’
is when we get
some quiet time

‘Worship time’ is
when fun things

happen



A Way Forward

It is hoped that the ‘Worship Time’ package has brought
the worshipping community of the school together and
has also provided a launch pad for profitable discussion
about worship. You may have watched the whole video or
decided to concentrate on those one or two sections you
felt the most appropriate. But whatever you chose to do,
we hope it will lead to a consensus in your school as to
the value and purpose of ‘worship time’. 

The next step might involve noting any of the changes
necessary to meet this consensus. Will the changes be
about groupings or the use of ritual, or the participation
of children or the use of space?  Although we are not
recommending yet another action plan, discussion
accompanied by the jotting down of a realistic timetable
to introduce your ideas will be an important and
appropriate development. 

What might be the result of using the Worship Time 
video/book package?
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1. Chirbury Church of England Primary School

Headteacher: Tim Roberts

Number on Roll : 93

This is a small rural church primary school without a school
hall.  Whole school ‘worship time’ is filmed in an infant
classroom which has to be cleared of all furniture and is led
by a group of Year 6 children. Of special interest is the
wooden container made by the pupils and in which the school’s
religious artefacts are kept.

2. Severndale Special School, Shrewsbury.

Headteacher: Chris Davies

Number in Key Stage 1: 35

This special school covers Key Stages 1 to 4 but the ‘worship
time’ that was filmed was for Key Stage 1 pupils only. It is led
by Gill Dorricot, the RE co-ordinator, and it took place at the
end of the school day just before the children went home.
The theme for ‘worship time’ is ‘colour’.

3. Wombridge Primary School, Telford

Headteacher: John Marcham

Number on roll: 450

This community school is in Telford. The class based ‘worship
time’, is for Year 5 children and is led by the RE co-ordinator
Lynda Owen. She is assisted by a group of three Sikh
children who talk about the Five Ks as symbols of Sikhism.

4. St Giles Church of England Primary School,

Shrewsbury.

Headteacher: Jane Crouch

Number on roll: 320

The whole school ‘worship time’ is held in the school hall and
is led by the headteacher. The theme is ‘Advent’. Year 6
children help with the presentation by reading prayers. 

5. The Meadows Primary School, Oswestry.

Headteacher: Sandie Pare

Number on roll: 266

‘Worship time’ in this community school is classroom based.
Those filmed are led by the class teachers. Mandy Jones, the
RE co-ordinator who takes a Year 5 class and Jenny Evans a
Year 1 class. In both classes children share ideas with a
partner. The Year 5 class also make up their own prayers.

A summary of the ‘worship time’ extracts and some

background information on the schools included in the video
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6. Meole Brace Church of England Infant School,

Shrewsbury.

Headteacher: Cynthia Crump

Number on roll: 124

This whole school ‘worship time’ is about Jesus calming the
storm, and is led by the headteacher. The venue is the
school hall.

7. St Peter’s Church of England Primary School,

Bratton, Telford.

Headteacher: Rod Dean

Number on Roll : 420

This is a large urban church primary school. This ‘worship
time’ takes the form of a pilgrimage around the school
grounds for the Key Stage 1 children. It is led jointly by
Reverend Graham Horner (the local vicar who regularly leads
worship in the school) and by a team of four infant teachers. 
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The timings refer to clock setting at the start of each
extract.

2m 16sec Space and Time

How do space and time affect what you do?
Chirbury: The room is used as classroom, then as a dining
room and then cleared of furniture for ‘worship time’.
Bratton: The pilgrimage uses four areas of the school
grounds. A dance from the festival of Holi is carried out on
the playground, prayers for peace are held in the orchard, and
colours in the natural world are explored in the wild area.
The Meadows: Use of classrooms for class based ‘worship
time’ for Years 1 and 5.

4m 16sec Reflection and Prayer

Are there opportunities for personal thoughts and
prayers?
Bratton: The children write prayers for peace on white dove
shapes and hang them in the orchard. They think about the
meaning of peace.
St. Giles: Children are encouraged to take their thoughts
back to the classroom and share them during the next week.
Severndale Special: The same prayer is used every time, and
is accompanyed by actions and signing.
Chirbury: Year 6 children read out the prayers they have
made up.
Meole Brace Infants: Children repeat prayers spoken by the
headteacher.
Wombridge: Candles are lit to indicate time of reflection. 
The Meadows: Year 5 children make up their own prayers.

7m 40sec Participation and Enjoyment

What contributions do children make?
St Giles: A Year 6 girl reads a prayer.
Chirbury: Year 6 children lead ‘worship time’ and ask questions
of those taking part.
The Meadows: Year 1 pupils share their thoughts with a
partner.
Meole Brace Infants: Key Stage 1 pupils help with leading by
re-arranging letters so they spell a word.
Severndale Special: Children take artefacts from basket.
Bratton: Children perform a dance about the Hindu festival of
Holi, as well as singing songs with actions.

A summary of the elements of worship included in the video
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12m 18sec Resources and Methods

What resources and techniques are used as a
focus for worship?
St Giles: This includes an explanation of the music used in
‘worship time’.
Bratton: Cross curricular links are clearly made with RE,
science and literacy.
Chirbury: A special container is used to store the school’s
artefacts. 
Wombridge: Sikh children became a ‘living resource’ as they
explain the symbolism of the 5Ks.
Severndale Special: Sign language is used for children who
are deaf or do not understand spoken word.
Meole Brace Infants: A ‘Worship Board’ is used as well as
objects to provide a focus for ‘worship time’.

16m 38sec Atmosphere, Mood and Ritual

What makes this time special?
The Meadows: The clip shows Year 5 children moving from
the teaching area to the ‘worship corner’.
Severndale Special: The importance of ‘worship time’ is
emphasised by the lack of interruptions.
Bratton: Children sing as they go back into school under the
rainbow.
Meole Brace Infants: The children sit in different
formations depending on whether it is ‘worship time’ or a
business assembly.

19m 30sec Learning and Experiences

What do you think those present take away
from this experience?
In this extract we see the faces of the children and the
adults who have taken part in the ‘worship time’ we have
filmed. No comments are given leaving you to decide yourself
what these ‘participants’ might have taken away.

These extracts are followed by the extended versions of
the acts of worship from each school in this order:

22m 0sec Chirbury
26m 20sec Severndale Special
30m 35sec Wombridge
35m 16sec St Giles
40m 12sec The Meadows
45m 38sec Meole Brace Infants
51m 16sec Bratton

The total length of video is 57 minutes.
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RESOURCE SUGGESTIONS

Teachers are always looking out for new resources.
However we have chosen not to provide an extensive list
of publications because anything suggested now can
shortly become unavailable. 

We have, however, decided to give some general
suggestions or pointers on which individual schools can
build.  We also believe that the best resources are those
discovered by the teachers themselves. 

Music.
Music can be used as effectively as the main focus for
‘worship time’ or just to create a suitable atmosphere.
Sometimes schools use the same piece of music for a
whole week, (eg St Giles school on the video), while
others like to relate the music to the content of a
particular ‘worship time’. 

The choice of music can be extremely varied. The mood
created by ‘Morning’ from Grieg’s Peer Gynt suite
creates a very different atmosphere to that of ‘Mars’
from The Planets by Holst or Beethoven’s Ninth
Symphony. 

The music could have a sacred origin such as the Taize
chants or Peter Gabriel’s Passion.  Or it could reflect a
particular culture such as African drum music or the Pan
pipes from South America. Music from film scores are
sometimes appropriate and can be particularly evocative.
It is also worth looking out for music by artists such as
Enya, the Corrs and Clannad. 

Although not ‘great music’, some of the CDs produced
commercially for the purpose of relaxation can provide a
useful and effective resource for use in ‘worship time’.

Books
Mary Stone’s book ‘Don’t just do something, sit there’
has interesting ideas for spiritual development through
‘Stilling’ and ‘reflection’ exercises, as does Louis Gill in
his book ‘Getting to know me’. These can be used in
conjunction with Activity B3.1. Solihull Education
Department has also produced an excellent publication on
Collective Worship in the Primary School.
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RESOURCE SUGGESTIONS

Posters, Pictures, Photographs and Poems
Suitable pictures to use as the stimulus for ‘worship
time’ can often be found on greetings cards while
modern technology can help to provide one large
enough to show a large audience. The Internet is
clearly an incredible resource of illustrations of
landscapes or expressive faces or street scenes. It is
also worth asking the co-ordinators for history, art
and geography what illustrative resources they have
that could be used in ‘worship time’. 

Stories
Stories from sacred texts are enjoyed by many
children. There are a range of child friendly versions
of the main Bible stories but we should not forget
great stories from other faith traditions. Significant
stories from recent or past history, as well as current
news items, can also be used effectively to give a
moral message or an example of heroism or personal
achievement. 

There are many stories used in the literacy hour which
would be particularly appropriate for use in ‘worship
time’. 

People living in the community or governors of the
school could be invited in to tell their favourite story
or a story about their life or work? 

One way of building up a resource list for a particular
school is to have a template on a wall in the staff room
which could be added to as people find suitable stories.
To do this it might be easiest to put materials in
specific categories. These might include:

• The natural world – awareness of the world
around us; natural life cycles and seasons; the
interrelatedness of all things living; the vastness
of the universe; awe-inspiring aspects; natural
wonders and disasters.

• Relationships – relationships within the family;
friendship and enmity; belonging to a group based
on interest, cause or belief; relationships of
equality, personal, family or social identity.
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RESOURCE SUGGESTIONS

• Rules and moral issues – codes of behaviour; legal
and moral issues such as war and peace, inequality,
human rights, poverty and affluence, the
environment, democracy.

• Celebrations – ceremonies which mark important
occasions in personal and community life;
birthdays, anniversaries, festivals, fasts; national
and religious occasions; celebrations of events,
people and values.

• Lifestyles – the way of life that people adopt as
an expression of their identity, belief or culture;
customs of food and clothing; communal or
regimental lifestyles such as the monastic;
lifestyles which represent non-conformist
reaction eg vegetarianism.

• Suffering and loss – human suffering as a result
of illness, accidents, war or natural disasters;
cruelty to other human beings and animals; the
Holocaust; racial discrimination; human responses
to the problems of evil or suffering; loneliness.

• Fears - of an impending event, of natural
phenomena eg the dark or a storm.


