
 

 

 
 
 

Moving from Level 5 to Level 6 in the primary classroom 
Summary of advice from Shropshire course 6 February 2012 code11353T 

 

 
The official line:  
Level 6 tests in English reading, writing and mathematics now form part of the suite of Key 
Stage 2 National Curriculum tests. These tests are optional and are aimed at high attaining 
children. Headteachers should take into account a child’s expected attainment prior to 
entering them for these tests as they should already be demonstrating attainment above 
level 5. 
 
To be awarded an overall level 6 in a subject, a child must achieve both a level 5 in the end 
of Key Stage 2 test and pass the level 6 test for that subject. 
 
Teacher assessment provides a rounded judgement that: 

 is based on knowledge of how the child has performed over time and in a variety of 
contexts; and 

 takes into account strengths and weaknesses of the child’s performance. 
At the end of Key Stage 2, teachers summarise their judgements for each eligible child, 
taking into account the child’s progress and performance throughout the Key Stage. They 
need to determine: 

 a level for each attainment target in English, mathematics and science; and 
an overall subject level in each of these subjects. 
Teachers should base their judgements on the level descriptions in the National 
Curriculum. They should use their knowledge of a child’s work over time to judge which level 
description is closest to the child’s performance, taking into account written, practical and 
oral work as well as classroom work, homework and the results of school examinations or 
tests. 
 
For full text follow link for Standards and Testing Agency document Assessment and 
Reporting Arrangements for Key Stage 2 - 2012  
http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/pdf/k/assessment%20and%20reporting%20arrang
ements%20key%20stage%202.pdf 
 
Further advice: (from discussion during course code 11353T) 
 
High attaining pupils will demonstrate exceptional performance in mathematics and their 
progress is likely to be significantly above average throughout the key stage.  
By the time schools order copies of Level 6 tests the pupils identified for exceptional 
performance will already be assessed at Level 5 and above. 
 
Pupils identified for Level 6 tests will demonstrate exceptional facility for mathematics. This 
will include attributes such as: 

2011 Level 6 test item 
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 Perseverance 

 Independence  

 logical thought  

 mathematical communication  

 predisposition to tackle new problems 

 ability to make connections between different concepts in mathematics 
 

Pupils will be able to use and apply their mathematics in unfamiliar situations, but will not be 
expected to cover the Key Stage 3 Programme of Study. For example: they will demonstrate 
a developing awareness of algebra but not necessarily learn techniques to manipulate linear 
equations. 
 
Implications and issues 
Teaching to the test? 
What can teachers do for pupils who perform exceptionally well in mathematics to prepare 
them for the Level 6 test? What does teaching and learning look like at Level 6 in primary 
schools? 
What next? 
Don’t rush for the Year 8 text book! Teachers will develop their pupils’ mathematics more 
effectively by ensuring current planning includes challenge and opportunities for using and 
applying mathematics.  
A useful source of inspiration is the NRich website  http://nrich.maths.org/public/ 
 
Transfer to secondary school  
Are secondary colleagues aware of this change? There is a danger that mathematics 
teachers assume that awarding Level 6 at Key Stage 2 implies full coverage of KS3 
programme of study. 
What Next? 
Inform and discuss with secondary colleagues, school leaders, Y6 teachers. 
 
Impact on school performance tables  
Has the change been effective in raising expectations in Key Stage 2 mathematics? Is there 
an unintended pressure for all schools to award Level 6 each year regardless of cohort?  
What next? 
Inform and discuss with secondary colleagues, school leaders, Y6 teachers. 
  
Involving parents 
Are parents confused by the apparent difference between Level 6 (exceptional performance) 
at Key Stage 2 and Level 6 (average performance) at Key Stage 3? 
What next? 

 
 

Consider information briefing for parents based on this booklet:  
 
Download from Shropshire Learning Gateway 
(curriculum>mathematics>primary>useful documents) 
 


